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A2 Exam Write your answers on the ANSWER SHEET provided 

LISTENING 1 
You will hear six public announcements. Read through the places (A-H) before 
listening. Then listen and match each announcement (1-6) to one of the places. 
There are two places you don't need to use.  

A In a shop _____  
 
B At a bus station _____  
 
C At a conference _____  
 
D At a theatre _____  
 
E At a restaurant _____  
 
F At a zoo _____  
 
G At an outdoor music festival _____  

H On an underground train _____  

 
LISTENING 2 

Listen to a radio interview about climate change. Read through the statements 
below before listening. Then listen and decide if the statements are True or False. 
Write your answers.  
 
7. Most people now think the climate is changing for natural reasons.  __________  

8. Ruth thinks climate change is too complex for the general public to 
understand.  __________  

9. The majority of scientists are absolutely sure that climate change is the result of 
human activity.  __________  

10. Ruth says that a bad winter is not an example of climate change.  __________  

11. Ruth gives two examples of climate change around the world.  __________  

Listen again to a radio interview about climate change. Read through the sentences 
and options below before listening. Then listen and choose the option (a, b or c) to 
complete the sentences.  
 
12. _____ people now think the climate is changing for natural reasons. 

a) Most 
b) A lot of  
c) Not many 



   
13. Ruth thinks that climate change _____. 

a) is too complicated for the general public to understand  
b) is too complicated for scientists to understand 
c) is easy to understand 

14. The majority of scientists _____. 

a) are absolutely sure that climate change is the result of human activity 
b) think there's a high probability that they are wrong 
c) know that it's possible they are wrong  

15. Ruth says that a bad winter _____ an example of climate change. 

a) is  
b) is not  
c) can be 

16. Ruth says scientists know that temperatures_____. 

a) are going up in general  
b) are not going up in general 
c) are impossible to predict 

LISTENING 3 
 
Listen to Julia and Tom talking about India. Read through the sentences (17-25) 
before listening. Then listen and complete each sentence with a word or phrase 
from the conversation.  

17. Tom is worried about the ____________________ in India.  

18. Julia has been to India ____________________.  

19. When she went there after university she stayed in ____________________.  

20. Delhi was a real ____________________ for her.  

21. She felt ____________________.  

22. India is different because there are so many ____________________ in the street.  

23. At night you see a lot of people ____________________.  

24. Her guidebook advised her to give money to ____________________, not directly 
to people.  

25. Julia thinks that India is a_____________________ country. 

 



   
READING 1 
 
Read the text and write True or False. 
The Orkney Islands 
The Orkneys are a group of seventy islands in the far north of Scotland. Almost all of 
the population of 20,000 people live on the most important island, Mainland. Many of 
the others are completely uninhabited, where only wild animals and sea birds live. In 
fact, the islands are an amazing nature reserve, and it is even possible to see killer 
whales if you go at the right time.  
Because they are so remote and only a few people live there, the Orkneys have 
preserved lots of ancient buildings, which are very important for historians.  
People have lived on the Orkneys since the Stone Age, and many of the ruins come 
from that time. One example is the Knap of Howar, which is the oldest home in the UK. 
There are many other ruins too, like the standing stones in the Ring of Brodgar. These 
are older than the Egyptian pyramids, and there are many legends about them. Once, 
people thought that the stones walked on New Year's Eve – a very frightening 
experience! 
There are more modern buildings too, like the twelfth century St Magnus Cathedral. 
This is one of the most popular places to visit. If you're thinking of a trip to this 
mysterious ancient land, don't forget to pack lots of jumpers in your suitcase. It can be 
freezing on the islands – all through the year!  
 
1. The Orkneys are in England. _______________ 
2. People live on every one of the Orkney Islands. _______________ 
3. Visitors can see very large animals in the sea. _______________ 
4. In the past, people lived in the Knap of Howar. _______________ 
5. The pyramids aren't as as old as the Ring of Brodgar. _______________ 
6. People thought the stones moved every night of the year. _______________ 
7. People built the cathedral recently. _______________ 
8. The weather is often boiling. _______________ 
 
READING 2 
 

Read the text and choose the correct answers. 

An amazing place 

Svalbard is an island group situated in the Arctic Ocean, half way between Norway and 

the North Pole. It was discovered in 1586 by an explorer called Willem Barents. 

Because of its geographical location, it is a very cold place. In summer the average 

temperature is between 4 and 6 degrees Celsius and in the middle of winter, it is minus 

12 to minus 16 degrees but it is often colder than that. In fact the coldest temperature 

that was ever recorded on Svalbard was minus 46 degrees Celsius! Its geographical 

location also means that there is another big difference between summer and winter. In 

summer, the sun never sets from April 19th to August 23rd and in winter it is 



   
completely dark from November 14th to January 25th. Although it is a cold place with 

very difficult living conditions, more than 2,500 people live on Svalbard on the main 

island, which is called Spitsbergen. There is even a university there as well as a lot of 

restaurants, cafés and shops. There are three main industries on Svalbard – coal mining, 

fishing and tourism.  Tourists usually come to see wild animals, especially polar bears, 

which live in large numbers on the islands.  They can also enjoy winter sports such as 

skiing and travelling by snowmobile. In summer you can go hiking and trekking in the 

mountains but you have to be careful because there are so many polar bears. In fact, the 

local tourist office recommends that you carry a gun with you in case you meet a polar 

bear! But Svalbard is also one of the safest places in the world – there is almost no 

crime there.  

9. Svalbard is between Norway and  
 a) the South Pole b) the North Pole  c) the Arctic Ocean 
10.  It was discovered in 
 a) 1856 b) 1586   c) 1685 
11. In summer, the average temperature is between 
 a) 4 and 6 degrees b) minus 12 and minus 16 degrees  c) very cold 
12. What happens between April 19th and August 23rd? 
 a) it is completely dark b) the sun never sets c) the sun goes down 
13.  How many people live in Svalbard? 
 a) almost 2,500 b) more than 2,500  c) 2,500 
14. How many main industries are there?  
 a) three b) four   c) none 
15. Why do tourists visit? 
 a) to go fishing b) to see wild animals c) the food 
 

READING 3  
 
Read this article about the story of the vacuum cleaner and fill each gap with one 
word from the box. Use each word in the box only once. There are four words you 
will not need to use. 
CLEANING UP 
 
The vacuum cleaner is an (16) __________ invention. The first manually-powered 
cleaner was made in 1868 by Ives W. McGaffey of Chicago. He called his invention the 
“Whirlwind” and he obtained a patent for his "sweeping machine" on June 5, 1869. This 
was the (17) __________ patent for a device that cleaned carpets. 

McGaffey joined forces with The American Carpet Cleaning Co. of Boston to (18) 
__________ and sell his vacuum cleaner to the American public. It (19) __________ 
for $25, a high price in those days. The machine was (20) __________ to operate 
because the user had to turn a handle at the same time as pushing it across the floor. 



   
Only two of McGaffey's cleaners exist today. 

In 1907, James Murray Spangler, who worked in an Ohio department store, invented a 
(21) __________ electric vacuum cleaner, the first to use both a cloth filter bag and 
cleaning attachments. He received a patent in 1908 and (22) __________ the Electric 
Suction Sweeper Company. One of his first customers was a cousin, whose husband 
was called William H. Hoover. Spangler and Hoover started working together and soon 
their Hoover vacuum cleaners were selling around the world. In fact, (23) __________ 
people often use the verb 'to hoover'. 

 

ALWAYS AMERICAN BRITISH CLEAN 

DIFFICULT FIRST FORMED HAPPENED 

HELPED PORTABLE PROMOTE SOLD 

     
Read the text on vacuums again and answer the following questions 
 
24. The first vacuum cleaner was _________ 
A) easy to use  B) expensive  C) automatic  D) extrememly popular 
 
25. In the U.K, the verb to hoover means _________ 
A) to sell  B) to work with your family  C)  to vacuum  D) to build 
 
 

 
WRITING 
Choose ONE of the following topics (A or B) and write a minimum of 120 words 

 
A) Write about an actor you like. Why is he/she famous? What films has he/she 

been in? Why do you admire him/her? 
 
or  
 

B) Write a description of one of your friends. What is he/she like? What does 
he/she look like? What kind of things do you do together? 

 
 
 
 


